
Designing Good Signs 
These guidelines are to help you create the most successful digital sign possible. It is 
essential that digital signs be immediately scannable. The guidelines below are to help 
you get the maximum benefit. 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 

“ The digital signs display on 
screen for 10 seconds.” 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

5 Pro Tips For Good Signs 
 

● Less is more. More details is not better. Studies have shown that people will not 
READ the details, but it may also hinder them from absorbing even the basic 
content. Too much text is like radio static that interferes with the signal. 
 

● Visual Impact.Rather than words, focus on engaging images. A single picture of 
a person’s face is more likely to draw a person’s eye. People will also look more 
readily at aesthetically pleasing images. Try using stock photos or the OU’s 
Flicker account for beautiful eye catching photos.  
 

● Easy to Remember. Rather than long text, try one sentence or phrase that will 
be easily remembered. Also, direct people to a URL, person, or department for 
more information. 
 

● Intrigue is the Goals. With only 10 seconds, the goal is not provide them all the 
information. It is meant to pique their curiosity and direct them to more 
information. 
 

● What, Where, When. The sidebar of the template is for text so focus on the 
essential details: what, where, and when.  

  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/universityofoklahoma/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/universityofoklahoma/


Good Examples 

 
 
This sign features a simple impactful image, a short but meaningful statement, short but specific 
sidebar text. It is clean with very little “static”.  
 

 
 
If you do submit a sign with text, keep it simple with a bold header and minimal text that is 
concise. This signs directs users to where they can get more info, and uses bold text to set off 
this information. 
 


